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Privileged Paradise: 
Free Trade in North America 
Free Trade in North America 
JOHN GERSHMAN 
North America is barreling down the 
'fast-track' to free trade. In May, 1991, the 
Congress granted 'fast-track' authority to 
the Bush Administration to negotiate the 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) with Canada and Mexico, giv-
ing up its authority to amend the final 
agreement. Coming on the heels of the 
War in the Persian Gulf, the NAFTA rep-
resents an "economic constitution for 
North America," in the words of former 
president Ronald Reagan, and confronts 
the Left with a challenge and an opportu-
.nity. What does free trade mean for the 
New World Order? 
In June 1990, George Bush presented 
two of the most ambitious economic initia-
tives of this century. The first, a proposal 
for a U.S.-Mexico free trade agreement, 
has since become the proposed North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA), with the tri-national negotia-
tions scheduled to conclude early next 
year. The second, arrogantly named the 
'Enterprise for the Americas Initiative', 
would create a hemispheric free trade zone 
'from the port of Anchorage to Tierra del 
Fuego,' uniting 700 million people in the 
largest economic bloc in the world. These 
two initiatives form the economic founda-
tion for Bush's new world order, a founda-
tion which represents, upon closer exami-
nation, what Maude Barlow of the Council 
of Canadians has called a 'corporate bill of 
rights' - a world where the economic des-
tinies of communities and working people 
are ceded to corporate boardrooms and left 
unfettered by government regulation. 
The Free Trade Agenda 
The Bush Administration's free trade 
agenda is part of a multi-track strategy to 
restructure U.S. hegemony in the Americas 
and create an integrated trading bloc to 
rival both the European Economic Com-
munity and the emerging bloc in East and 
Southeast Asia centered around Japan. At 
the global level the Bush Administration is 
pushing to amend the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) with radical 
new measures to enhance free trade in ser-
vices and agriculture, and pry open the 
economies of Third World countries even 
further to foreign investment. Conflicts 
over agricultural subsidies between the 
U.S. and the EEC have stalled the negotia-
tions since late 1990, leaving uncertain the 
future of this round of negotiations. But 
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even if the GATI talks fail, the other two 
initiatives are insurance for the free trade 
agenda. 
The Enterprise for the Americas Ini-
tiative (EAi) proposal for a hemispheric 
trade zone comes on the heels of a lost 
decade for Latin America. Using the carrot 
of official debt reduction, the EAi would 
remove trade and investment barriers 
between all countries in the Americas. 
New loans from the Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank would institutionalize the 
restructuring programs that have devastat-
cont inued on next page 
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ed Latin American economies in the 
1980s. By June 1991, the Bush Adminis-
tration had signed ten framework agree-
ments with South American countries, the 
first steps toward free trade in the 
Americas. 
By removing trade and investment 
barriers between Mexico, Canada, and the 
U.S., the NAFfA would accelerate a dra-
matic process of continental economic 
integration underway since the mid-1960s. 
Building on the Canada-U.S. Free Trade 
Agreement (FfA), which was implement-
ed in 1989, the NAFfA will serve as the 
gateway to the EAI. 
A Corporate Bill of Rights 
The significance of the NAFf A is not 
that it will eliminate trade barriers between 
the U.S., Canada, and Mexico. Most trade 
is already free between Mexico and the 
U.S. Half of all Mexican exports enter the 
U.S. duty-free, and tariffs on imports into 
Mexico have plummeted since the mid-
1980s. Mexican exports to the U.S. 
reached $26.6 billion in 1990, a 60 percent 
increase over 1983. 
What is new about the NAFTA is that 
it will codify the changes that have opened 
Mexico's economy to foreign investment, 
and improve the ability of transnational 
corporations to take advantage of Mexi-
co's large labor pool and lax enforcement 
of environmental regulations. The U.S. 
Ambassador to Mexico made this goal · 
explicit in a confidential memo he sent to 
the U.S. State Department in April, 1991: 
The Ff A can be seen as an instrument to 
promote, consolidate, and guarantee 
continued policies of economic reform 
beyond the Salinas Administration. I 
think it's reasonable to suppose that the 
FfA negotiations themselves will be a 
useful lever in prying open the Mexican 
economy even further. For example, I 
think we can reasonably expect the for-
eign investment law to change as a 
result of Ff A talks. 
"Prying open the Mexican economy" 
will encourage U.S. and Canadian firms 
either to move to Mexico, or use the threat 
of moving to extract concessions from 
workers and communities at home. 
In some industries, the exodus has 
already begun. The furniture industry in 
Los Angeles is an examp~e. Rather than 
meeting new air quality standards that 
require furniture plants to install spray 
chambers to prevent the escape of hydro-
carbon fumes from paint solvents, some 
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, 40 plants have relocated to the Mexican 
border region, where such requirements 
are not enforced by Mexican authorities. 
Meanwhile, in Watsonville, California, a 
Jolly Green Giant processing plant laid-off 
nearly 1,000 workers, transferring the 
work to a plant in Irapuato, Mexico owned 
by its parent corporation, Grand Metro-
politan, Inc. There, workers earn an aver-
age of 50 cents per hour compared to 
$7.30 per hour in Watsonville. 
Free Trade's Impact 
The Canada-U.S. FTA and the maqui-
ladora program serve as harsh lessons as to 
what free trade will mean for North Amer-
ica. Under the Canada-U.S. FTA, Ca~da 
has suffered economically; environmental 
regulations in both the U.S. and Canada 
have been undermined. The maquiladora 
program has created a virtual cesspool on 
the U.S.-Mexico border and has not ful-
filled the promise of launching Mexico 
into the ranks of industrialized nations. 
Free trade has dealt a massive blow to 
the Canadian economy. According to 
Bruce Campbell, research fellow at the 
Canadian Center for Policy Alternatives, 
the manufacturing work force in Canada 
shrank by 20% - 435,000 jobs -
between March, 1989 and March 1991. 
Sixty-five percent of layoffs in the last two 
years were due to plant closures, while in 
1982, at the height of the recession, less 
than 25 percent of layoffs were due to 
plant closings. Major environmental poli-
cies, including a reforestation program and 
a fish monitoring program were eliminated 
after U.S. firms challenged them as non-
tariff barriers to trade. The Canadian gov-
ernment is using the same grounds to chal-
lenge recent EPA regulations that prohibit 
the use of asbestos. 
On the U.S.-Mexican border, the 
maquiladora program has spawned a mas-
sive influx of migrants into northern Mexi-
co. Established in 1965, the maquiladora 
program was intended to provide employ-
ment in northern Mexico and promote 
export-led industrialization. From 600 
plants in 1980, there are now over 2,000 
maquiladora plants, employing half a mil-
lion Mexicans, lining the border. Initially 
dominated by garment factories, less than 
10 percent of maquiladora workers now 
work in the apparel industry, with 40 per-
cent in electronics and 20 percent in trans-
portation equipment (mostly automobile 
parts). Wages average $4 per day, even 
though productivity rivals U.S. firms. One 
recent study of an auto parts plant demon-
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strated that while productivity is 80 per-
cent of a comparable U.S. plant, wages are 
only 6 percent of U.S. levels. The promise 
that the maquiladoras would spur sus-
tained economic development remains 
unfulfilled. Poorly integrated into the 
broader Mexican economy, the maquilado-
ras provide few linkages that would spur 
equitable economic growth. 
In environmental terms, the maquila-
dora program is nothing short of a disaster. 
Lax enforcement of environmental regula-
tion, lack of funding, an overwhelmed 
infrastructure, and deliberate corporate 
flaunting of regulations has created a mas-
sive public health threat in the region. Of 
over 600 maquiladora plants in Tijuana, 
only seven had their applications approved 
by the Mexican environmental protection 
agency, Secretaria de Desarollo Urbano y 
Ecologia (SEDUE) - their operation is 
not contingent on receiving approval. 
Toxic wastes from maquiladora plants and 
raw sewage from Mexicali have polluted 
the New River so badly that people are 
warned not to go near it. The pollution has 
caused fish and bird kills in the Salton 
Sea, California's largest lake. 
continued on page four 
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Teaching Thinking About Columbus 
SHELi WORTIS 
Rethinking Columbus. Teaching About 
the 500th Anniversary of Columbus's 
A"ival in America. A Special Issue of 
Rethinking Schools. Published by, 
Rethinking Schools, Ltd. in collaboration 
with the Network of Educators on Central 
America. For information: Rethinking 
Schools, 1001 E. Keefe Ave., Milwaukee, 
WI 53212. (414) 964-9646. One copy: 
$4.00 + $2.00 postage. Bulk rates are 
available. 
0 f course, it is timely to "Rethink 
Columbus," with 1992 just ahead, the 
500th anniversary of the first voyage from 
Spain to the Americas. It is appropriate 
every year to rethink the way history is 
taught, the myths that are perpetuated, the 
events which are omitted. 
The introduction to this compact, low 
budget, 95 page publication states, "Our 
goal was not to idealize native people and 
demonize Europeans, or present a depress-
ing litany of victimization. We wanted to 
encourage a deeper understanding of the 
European invasion's consequences, honor 
the rich legacy of resistance to the injus-
tices it created, and convey some apprecia-
tion for the diverse cultures of the original 
inhabitants of the hemisphere." 
The people who shaped history and 
the people who resisted oppression are 
given voice through spokespeople who 
continue the activism of generations 
before them. In short articles, sometimes 
excerpted from previously published 
works, they describe struggles for rights to 
tribal lands, opposition to racist stereo-
types in sports team mascots, resistance to 
the environmental destruction caused by a 
hydroelectric power plant built on Inuit 
and Cree land in Canada, forced repopula-
tion imposed on Guatemalan Indians by 
U.S. corporations, and other heroic efforts. 
The publication, "dedicated to the 
children of the Americas," is a special 
issue of Rethinking Schools, a quarterly 
publication which features original analy-
ses of educational reform efforts, articles 
on school curriculum, and comprehensive 
updates and news about grassroots move-
ments of parents and teachers around 
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issues such as school-based management, 
anti-bias and multicultural education, and 
elimination of practices which unfairly 
segregate students by race, language, 
social class and gender. 
You don't have to be a teacher or stu-
dent to be enlightened by Rethinking 
Columbus. And it is not all factual prose. 
This work includes biography, narrative, 
book and film reviews, poetry, drawings, 
maps, photographs, and graphic art. Of the 
52 contributions, 10 are about contempo-
rary struggles in the U.S., Canada, the 
Caribbean, or Central America. Eight pro-
vide historical background on Columbus. 
Four are excerpts of actual historical docu-
ments, logs, or diaries. Thirteen offer com-
prehensive resource and reference infor-
mation and bibliographies. The 13 
contributions for elementary school teach-
ers, and 12 articles for secondary school 
teachers, are informative reading for non-
teachers as well. After all, most of us are 
products of school systems that failed to 
teach these perspectives. 
Most important, the majority of con-
tributors are people of native descent. 
Their voices, their experiences, their 
scholarship, their feelings are presented. 
There are interviews with Susan Shown 
Harjo, president and director of Morning 
Star Foundation, which sponsors the 1992 
Alliance of indigenous people responding 
to the Columbus Quincentenary; LaDonna 
Harris, president and executive director of 
Americans for Indian Opportunity; and 
Billy Redwing Tayac, Piscataway Chief 
from Maryland's Port Tobacco region. 
There is an all too brief adaptation of an 
article by Jan Elliott, editor of Indigenous 
Thought (an excellent newspaper from 
Gainesville, Florida) about the film 
Dances with Wolves. Storyteller and poet 
Joseph Bruchac tells an unforgettable 
story concerning the relationship between 
people and animals that not only carves a 
moral lesson, but .also models wise 
approaches to teaching about the care and 
protection of living things. 
. Someone like myself, who works 
with teachers in elementary school and 
early childhood classrooms, or others who 
are middle school and high school teach-
ers, will find the articles on curriculum 
extremely helpful. Here, classroom practi-
tioners share strategies that have worked 
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for them in helping young people acquire 
critical thinking skills and extend their 
knowledge base. 
If you need to find resources, whether 
historical articles, records of native peo-
ple's oral tradition, current newspapers 
and journals of activists throughout the 
Americas, or the addresses of a variety of 
organizations, this book is a gold mine. 
A disappointment, however, consider-
ing that the publication is a collaborative 
effort with the Network of Educators on 
Central America, is that there are not more 
contributions focused on the Caribbean 
and Central America. A short article on 
the heritage of the Chicano people, by 
Andres G. Guerrero; Deborah Menkart's 
piece on Rigoberta Menchu and the move-
ment of campesinos in Guatemala; and 
historical information embedded in other 
articles, is about all that's covered here. 
Similarly, there is little information 
about people of African descent, their 
presence in the Western hemisphere before 
Columbus, and their experiences in the 
countries in which they live and continue 
to live. In one valuable piece, labor activist 
Bill Fletcher presents an African Ameri-
can account of 500 years of resistance to 
slavery and the slave trade which Colum-
bus initiated in the Western hemisphere. 
Hopefully, there will be more publications 
like Rethinking Columbus, which better 
represent the aforementioned historical 
gaps. • 
Sheli Wortis is Outreach Coordinator for 
Literacy/Curriculum Connections, Cam-
bridge Public Schools, Cambridge, MA. 
She also co-chairs the Multicultural Edu-
cation Committee of Cambridge Public 
Schools, and is a member of the Diversity 
Collaborative, a group comprised of more 
than 12 Cambridge and Somerville agen-
cies which conducts monthly forums on 
"Exploring Cultural Diversity." This 
year's theme is "The Discovery Dilemma: 
Revisiting the Christopher Columbus 
Legacy." 
Rethinking Columbus was funded in part 
by a grant from Resist. Resist welcomes 
suggestions for books, films, videos, or 
organizing materials to review. (On the 
Quincentenary or any other topic.) If you 
have ideas for reviewers, all the better. 
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False Promises of Free Trade 
Advocates of the NAFTA promise 
more jobs and higher economic growth as 
each country specializes according to its 
comparative advantage - Mexico in low-
technology, labor-intensive consumer 
goods and the U.S. in high-tech, high-
wage capital goods. They claim that jobs 
for U.S. workers will increase due to 
increased exports to Mexico, while Mexi-
co will benefit from increased employment 
in labor-intensive industries. These myths 
don't square with some harsh realities. 
The small Mexican middle class is 
already saturated with consumer goods, 
which is why the U.S. International Trade 
Commission's (ITC) February 1991 report 
to Congress actually forecasts a net 
increase in U.S. exports to Mexico of only 
.16 percent of U.S. Gross Domestic Prod-
uct over 20 years. This figure is based on 
the assumption that the NAFTA causes the 
Mexican economy to grow by 2 percent 
annually. This is a smaller increase than 
even the measurement error that statisti-
cians use in measuring the U.S. GDP; and, 
the assumption of growth is unrealistic 
given that Mexico's average growth rate 
for the 1980s was only .7 percent. 
The ITC also notes that rather than 
creating higher wages, under the NAFTA 
"unskilled workers in the United States 
would suffer a slight decline in real 
income.,, Based on the 1980 census, the 
ITC classifies 26 million workers as 
skilled and 70 million as unskilled. The 
workers who would suffer this "slight 
decline" in income, represent nearly three-
quarters of all U.S. workers! An Economic 
Policy Institute study estimates that 
instead of promoting economic growth, 
the NAFTA will lead to 550,000 dislocat-
ed workers over ten years, and although 
many will be able to find new jobs, wages 
will be at a fraction of their former levels. 
In the U.S. the NAFTA will reinforce 
trends toward greater economic inequality 
that have been in motion since the mid-
1970s and were accelerated by 
Reaganomics. Since 1979, real wages in 
the U.S. have fallen by 11 percent. The 
same people whose wages fell during the 
1980s will suffer most under the NAFTA. 
The benefits would accrue to those who 
most benefitted from the Reagan-Bush 
Administration policies. 
Nor will the NAFTA lead to prosperi-
ty for Mexico. The NAFTA will institu-
tionalize structural adjustment policies that 
have been the foundation of economic pol-
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icy in Mexico since 1985. After the begin-
ning of Mexico's debt crisis in 1982, the 
Miguel de la Madrid Administration began 
to liberalize imports, reduce tariffs, lower 
social spending and open more sectors of 
the economy to foreign investment in 
order to make payments on its foreign 
debt, payments which totalled $9 billion in 
1990. These policies have continued under 
the Salinas de Gortari Administration, and 
have been devastating for the poor Mexi-
can majority. 
Since 1982, real wages have fallen by 
over 60%, while the portion of national 
income going to workers fell from 49 per-
cent in 1981 to 28 percent in 1989. Corpo-
rate agro-exporters increasingly monopo-
lize rural credit, growing winter vegetables 
for U.S. supermarkets and strangling credit 
sources for small farmers. One-third of 
Mexico's food consumption is now depen-
dent on imports, particularly from the U.S. 
These imports depress prices for small-
scale farmers, forcing more peasants off 
their lands. These now-landless workers 
flood urban shantytowns, or find their way 
to migrant labor camps in the U.S. - an 
increasingly dangerous proposition judging 
by the increase in human rights violations 
at the border. And as the Salinas Adminis-
tration tries to cope with popular move-
ments fighting the economic crisis and 
demanding democratic reforms, human 
rights abuses in Mexico have escalated. 
This low-wage, export-oriented 
development strategy represents what 
Adolfo Aguilar Zinser, of the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico 
(UNAM) calls, "a very clear, conscious 
technocratic decision,, by the Salinas 
Administration to include only half of 
Mexico's population in a dynamic process 
of economic growth. The government's 
preferred economic model means that by 
the tum of the century, fifty million Mexi-
cans will be left as a reserve of cheap 
labor, assuring that wages will be low for 
years to come. 
Currently the NAFTA negotiations 
exclude debt relief, protection for migrant 
workers, and job retraining provisions, 
effectively torpedoing any genuine role it 
could play in encouraging sustainable and 
equitable development. Without debt relief 
Mexico will be forced to export at all costs 
to make payments on the debt. The 
absence of explicit job retraining funds 
and programs will force communities and 
working people to bear the costs of adjust-
ment, rather than the corporations that will 
benefit from low wages in Mexico. Final-
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ly, without creating explicit protections for 
all workers, documented and undocument-
ed, migrant workers will continue to form 
an unprotected underclass in the American 
economy. 
Opponents of the NAFTA do not 
oppose a continental trade initiative, per 
se. Rather, they advocate a comprehensive 
agreement which would incorporate debt 
relief for Mexico, international labor rights 
for all workers, provisions to enforce envi-
ronmental standards, specific financing for 
job retraining programs, and effective 
enforcement mechanisms. With the 
NAFfA hurtling down the fast-track to 
completion, the challenge for the Left is to 
move beyond critiques and begin present-
ing alternatives to this program of devel-
opment by corporate design. 
Alternatives to Free Trade 
The NAFfA and the EAI confront 
progressive groups and grassroots move-
ments with new challenges. In the words 
of Primitivo Rodriguez, Director of the 
American Friends Service Committee's 
Border Project, "a genuinely people's per-
spective" is required to challenge the new 
world order of globalized production and 
footloose capital. A global economy 
requires transnational movements and 
global visions. In the case of the NAFTA 
this means both a new vision for the conti-
nent and new strategies of organizing. 
This new vision must be built on a 
genuinely democratic, consultative pro-
cess of dialogue and debate between popu-
lar movements in all three countries. 
'Thinking Locally, Acting Globally,' is not 
simply a cute inversion of a hackneyed 
phrase, but a necessary strategy for move-
ments to address the global context that 
shapes their struggles. Confronting a 
transnational production system requires 
global international standards for labor 
rights and environmental justice; not for 
reasons of idealism, but of realism and rel-
evance. The transnational movements 
advancing this agenda are developing dif-
ferent ways of both defining and advanc-
ing their groups' interests. 
Activists in the labor movement are 
. working to develop genuinely internation-
alist solidarity, and approaches to organiz-
ing that do not fall back on nationalist 
appeals for protectionism and 'Buy Amer-
ican' campaigns. Since the death of Cleto 
Nigno, a labor activist in Ford's Cuautitlan 
plant, who was murdered by thugs linked 
to the state-controlled trade union in Jan-
uary 1990, Ford workers from all three 
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countries have built a solidarity network to 
coordinate actions and responses to the 
ongoing repression of independent labor 
organizing in Mexico. The American 
Labor Education Center and activists asso-
ciated with Labor Notes have been work-
ing to build a rank and file labor solidarity 
movement around the NAFTA. 
At the global level, the International 
Labor Rights Education and Research 
Fund has already had some success in 
incorporating workers' rights into existing 
U.S. legislation that grants Third World 
countries concessionary trading arrange-
ments with the U.S. It is working to create 
enforceable international labor standards. 
Other movements are bringing togeth-
er community and labor issues. In El Paso, 
Texas, La Mujer Obrera (The Woman 
Worker) organizes women from both sides 
of the border. Working with women gar-
ment workers, La Mujer Obrera is a com-
munity-labor coalition that educates 
women workers about their rights and 
works with them to demand fair wages, 
safe working conditions, and an end to 
sweat-shops. The group is working with 
other women-of-color networks in the bor-
der region to build bi-national organiza-
tions to confront both the maquiladoras 
and the U.S.-based firms. 
The growth of these movements at the 
grassroots has been complemented by the 
growth of national networks in all three 
countries. In Canada, opposition to the 
Canada-U.S. FTA, led by the Pro-Canada 
Network (now the Action-Canada Net-
work), united grassroots movements 
nationwide and continues to build links 
with organizations in the U.S. and Mexico. 
In April, 1991, the Red Mexi.cana Accion 
Frente del Libre Comercio (Mexican 
Action Network on Free Trade) brought 
together independent unionists, environ-
mentalists, and human rights activists. In 
the U.S. the largest multisectoral coalition 
is the Washington, D.C.-based Mobiliza-
tion on Development, Trade, Labor and 
the Environment (MODTLE), which led 
the opposition to the fast-track. These 
three groups are working together to 
develop a genuinely continental vision and 
movement for fair trade and social justice. 
The NAFTA threat demands that con-
stituencies that have not generally viewed 
economic issues as their prime concern 
rise to the challenge. The end of the Cold 
War and the globalization of our economy 
has drastically altered the political terrain 
where our struggles for peace and social 
justice take place. The violence of free 
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Supporters of workers at Ford's Cuatitlan plant rally before a mass for murdered worker 
Cleto Nigno. Workers at Ford plants in Canada and the U.S. (members of UAW Local 879) 
participated in solidarity actions on the same day. Photo: Matt Witt/ American Labor 
trade may be no less deadly or destructive 
than that of war. The NAFTA is a danger-
ous opportunity: dangerous because it 
threatens to institutionalize policies that 
condemn the continent to environmental 
devasation and economic injustice; an 
opportunity because it challenges us to 
build a continent of jobs with justice, food 
with freedom, and development with 
democracy. • 
John Gershman is a Research Associate at 
the Institute for Food and Development 
Policy in San Francisco. He is co-editor 
with John Cavanagh, Karen Baker, and 
Gretchen Helmke of the forthcoming 
Trading Freedom: How Free Trade 
Affects Our Lives, Work, and Enviroll-
ment, to be published by Food First. 
For more information, contact: 
• Food First, Institute for Food and 
Development Policy, 145 Ninth 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94103. 
(415) 864-8555. 
• La Mujer Obrera, 1113 East Yan-
dell,El Paso, TX 79902. 
• Coalition for Justice in the Maqui-
ladoras, 4 75 Riverside Drive, 
Room 566, New York, NY 
10115. 
• MODTLE, 100 Maryland Avenue, 
Box 74, Washington, DC 20002 
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Columbus: His Enterprise, by Resist 
board member Hans Koning, explodes the 
myths of Columbus as "courageous 
visionary" and "discoverer" and includes 
an afterword for teachers. The book is 
now avai,lable ($8.95) through the Syra-
cuse Cultural Workers "Art with Heart" 
Fall/Winter catalog. To receive the cata-
log and ordering info: Syracuse Cultural 
Workers, Box 6367, Syracuse, NY 13217. 
Or call (315) 474-1132. 
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Resist's 25th 
Birthday! 
We're Making Plans 
Along with everything else that's 
happening in 1992 (such as events 
commemorating 500 years of exploitation 
of the people of the Americas, and 300 
years since Salem's accused witches were 
murdered) there are a few things that are 
actually worth celebrating. One of them, 
we're pleased to announce, is Resist's 25th 
anniversary. Yes, October 1992 marks 25 
years of activism and organizing to resist 
illegitimate authority and other forms of 
repression and injustice. 
We want to make our anniversary year 
one that recognizes our achievements and 
struggles and provides reflection on the 
meaning of our collective political history. 
We want to make visible to a wider public 
the ongoing activism of our donors and 
our grant recipients. We want to find new 
projects and issue areas to fund. And, 
critical to our survival for many years to 
come, we want to bring new donors to 
Resist. 
So far we've come up with a lot of 
ideas for how we can do all this. We are 
considering getting information about 
Resist out to a range of newspapers and 
journals; producing all kinds of 25th 
anniversary items like sweatshirts and 
mugs; using the newsletter to highlight 
important moments in our history and to 
look ahead at where we are going; and, of 
course, having one or more celebratory 
extravaganzas - probably one here at our 
Boston "headquarters" and others in New 
York, San Francisco, and maybe there in 
the heartland. 
Of course, to do all this we need lots 
of help, support, words of advice, or 
whatever else folks have to offer. We are 
particularly interested in knowing how 
current and former Resist board members, 
staff, and grant recipients would like to 
help out. Do you think you'd be interested 
in organizing some kind of 25th 
anniversary event in your area? Do you 
have suggestions for the best ways we 
could celebrate? For Boston-area folks: 
Are you interested in working on the 25th 
Anniversary Committee? The committee 
will probably be involved in some of the 
press work we do and will definitely be 
involved in the Boston event. Please write 
or call the office if you're interested or 
have ideas. THANKS!! 
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Interesting Notes and Apologies 
OOPS! How could I do it? In the 
October issue of the Resist newsletter, I 
wrote an article about CETLALIC, the 
Spanish language school I attended in 
Cuernavaca. As numerous readers were 
quick to inform me, I failed to learn to 
spell during my visit, and even_ managed 
to misspell the name of Brazilian educator 
Paulo Freire. Well, I'm embarrassed, but at 
least I know everybody is paying atten-
tion! My sincere apologies. 
-Tatiana Schreiber 
refugees, or the restrictions against IDV 
infected persons, or the way the law 
affects lesbians and gays) but is there 
someone out there who can provide an 
overview of the situation, highlighting the 
racist, sexist, class-biased nature of this 
particular branch of government? If you 
are interested, or have someone else to 
suggest, please contact Tatiana Schreiber 
at the office. 
Lines in the Sand is a new 12-minute 
video essay produced by Griffin-Wirth 
Proyecto Libertad Newsletter. Associates in conjunction with the Fellow-
Resist receives newsletters, magazines, ship of Reconciliation, Witness for Peace 
resource guides and organizing tools of all and Middle East Witness. We haven't seen 
kinds from our grantees. Sometimes one the video, but the information we received 
of these resources stands out from the oth- is that it "traces the evolution of military 
ers as extraordinarily valuable for other press and information control strategies 
activists. Today we would like to call · from the ashes of Vietnam, through Cen-
attention to the newsletter produced by the tral America in the 1980s, and to the Per-
Casa de Proyecto Libertad, an organiza- sian Gulf War. It looks at the human cost 
tion that provides legal defense and advo- of the war in the Persian Gulf, and exam-
cacy to refugees in the Riq Grande valley. ines the threat posed to democracy by an 
Lawyers and paralegals at Proyecto Liber- unchecked national security state." There 
tad are among the few in the United States is also a companion study guide, described 
who have first-hand experience working as a "Media Literacy Workshop Kit." 
with detainees in INS camps. Sounds good. For info: Griffin-Wirth 
In each issue of the newsletter, staff Associates, 168 Parkway Drive, Syracuse, 
members write about what they have NY 13207, or call (315)-471-4953. 
encountered at the camps or in providing 
assistance to other immigrants and 
refugees in the area. The articl~s are writ-
ten in a very accessible and engaging man-
ner, without ever letting the reader escape 
from the horrendous tragedy being perpe-
trated by the U.S. government via the INS. 
A recent issue had articles about 
minors in detention, national training for 
paralegals, recent death squad activity in 
El Salvador, stories from a paralegal 's 
travels to Honduras, and information 
about the implementation of the "ABE 
Settlement" which granted asylum to cer-
tain eligible Salvadorans and Guate-
malans. Anyone interested in refugee or 
immigration issues would do well to read 
this paper. (It's only eight pages long, so 
not too great a project to add to your read-
ing!) Write: Casa de Proyecto Libertad, 
306 E. Jackson St., Harlingen, Texas 
78550, or call (512) 425-9552. 
By the way, we are looking for some-
one to write an article about the current 
uses of immigration law by the U.S. gov-
ernment. Many activists are very aware of 
how certain aspects of the law are used 
(for example against Central American 
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Your photos wanted! With each 
grant we give out we ask grantees to send 
us a photo representing some aspect of 
their work. We use some of these photos 
in our annual (March) issue listing all our 
grants from the previous year. Thanks to 
all of you who have sent in photos. For 
those who haven't, it's not too late! We're 
extending the deadline to January 31st (but 
that's the absolute latest!!!) Consider what 
your group has been doing, and try to send 
the most striking picture you have (prefer-
ably in black and white, but color is OK 
too) that shows what you have been up to. 
Even if you've already sent a photo, send 
another if something has come up that you 
feel makes a strong representation of your 
work. Many of you have sent pictures of 
meetings, or equipment you have bought 
with Resist help, or of ceremonies and 
awards presentations. These are helpful to 
us in terms of putting faces to names (or 
seeing great office equipment!), but we are 
unlikely to be able to publish them unless 
the image is very strong. OK, we'll admit 
it, we want action! Thanks - we look for-
ward to seeing all your good work. 
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coalitions among women of culturally 
diverse backgrounds. CDAGS considers 
itself a strongly feminist organization, and 
one which is committed to challenging 
racism in all its work with children and 
parents and within its organization. 
CDAGS has publicly supported the pro-
tection of lesbians and gays in anti-dis-
crimination policies in the city, county and 
state. It also supported the city's passage 
of domestic partnership benefits for 
employees. 
Resist's grant was used to enable 
CDAGS to print (at a union shop, of 
course!) a two-color brochure to advertise 
the video. At press time, CDAGS was 
planning to take 5,000 of these to the 
annual conference of the National Associ-
ation for the Education of Young Children 
held in Denver last month. We hope that 
our grant helps CDAGS to continue its 
excellent work and to coordinate activities 
with others inspired by the CDAGS expe-
rience. 
Central America Resource Center 
(Labor Education and Outreach Pro-
ject), 1407 Cleveland North, St. Paul, MN 
55108. 
The Central America Resource Center 
(CARC) is an eight-year old project 
focused on promoting human rights, 
respect for sovereignty and self-detennina-
tion, and more fair and equitable relation-
ships between the people of Central Amer-
ica and the United States. The programs 
and services of CARC include: an Educa-
tion Outreach Project which collects, 
develops and distributes curricular materi-
als about Central America for students and 
teachers at all grade levels; a large, acces-
sible collection of books, articles and doc-
uments on Central America containing 
more than 2,000 volumes and over 50 
periodicals; a monthly newsletter and 
other publications; a Media Accountability 
Project; and infonnation and referral. 
The newest CARC focus is the Labor 
Project. Since its inception in April, 1991, 
it has quickly become one of the most 
dynamic and important aspects of the 
group's work. The objectives of the pro-
ject are to: link workers, trade unionists, 
and trade unions in the United States with 
their counterparts in Central America and 
Mexico; educate broadly in labor organi-
zations about the situation of labor in 
Mexico and Central America, particularly 
#241 
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with respect to "free trade"; and build 
CARC's labor constituency. 
Using the issue of free trade, CARC 
is developing a slide show on economic 
realities facing workers on both sides of 
the border as they confront the power of 
transnational corporations. CARC tries to 
build sister relationships between labor 
groups through visits, speaking tours and 
regular exchange of information. CARC 
belongs to the Minnesota Fair Trade 
Coalition which is working to affect the 
outcome of the Free Trade negotiations. 
Specifically, CARC is working with Ford 
UAW Local 879 to further develop rela-
tionships with workers at Ford's Cautitlan, 
Mexico plant to encourage the internation-
al union to take up the concerns of the 
Mexican workers. Finally, CARC is con-
ducting research in Mexico on the condi-
tion of communities affected by the 
"maquiladora" industry, with particular 
reference to Minnesota based companies 
that have relocated to Mexico. 
CARC has some 1400 members, and 
a staff of 6-10 people. It has played a cen-
tral role in the Central America solidarity 
movement in Minnesota, providing meet-
ing space, technology, information and 
resources to other Central America 
groups. While maintaining a focus on 
Central America, the group is moving to 
become more responsive to issues 
throughout Latin America. The group is 
also active in support of Native American 
communities in Minnesota and Wisconsin, 
defending treaty rights and opposing 
racism. 
. Resist's recent grant was used to par-
tially fund the purchase of computer 
equipment for the Labor Project. 
Sin Fronteras Organizing Project, 514 
South Kansas, El Paso, Texas 79901. 
This project was established in El 
Paso, Texas in 1983 to promote and pro-
tect the rights of both documented and 
undocumented agricultural workers 
"regardless of sex or sexual orientation, 
and political and religious beliefs." The 
group's purpose is to work within the 
farmworker community of far west Texas 
and southern New Mexico to change the 
current unjust and inhumane system pro--
mated by the agricultural industry. Sin 
Fronteras works closely with members of 
the Union de Trabajadores Agricolas 
Fronterizos (UTAF), which aims to gain 
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the same dignity and rights for agricultural 
workers that are afforded to other laborers 
in the U.S. 
Sin Fronteras is a non-membership 
organization, which has a board of direc-
tors made up of farmworkers and farm-
worker advocates. There are monthly 
meetings and an annual farmworker's gen-
eral assembly. The group works on a range 
of issues but its current priorities include: 
accountability of contractors for wage 
offers; safety of workers while being 
transported to work; improved enforce-
ment of safety and health regulations; a 
legislative campaign to include farmwork-
ers in New Mexico's Workers' Compensa-
tion laws; improved availability of health 
care for agricultural workers; and estab-
lishment of a recruitment center for agri-
cultural workers. 
The group produces a tabloid, El Bote 
Sin Copete, which it uses to educate work-
ers about their rights and to encourage 
farmworker involvement in all the projects 
and goals of the organization. Among the 
projects and actions the group has been 
involved with are: the development of 
housing for migrant farmworkers; a street 
action blocking traffic to protest free trade 
negotiations (farmworkers from both sides 
of the border signed their own agreement 
of solidarity to work for the rights of farm-
workers); crashing the regional chile festi-
val in honking school buses to protest poor 
pay; and working with women garment 
workers demanding that employers be 
held accountable for withholding pay. The 
group is part of an upswell of largely Lati-
no/a labor activism in the region. 
Sin Fronteras is active in opposing 
growing human rights violations of immi-
grants along the U.S.-Mexico border. One-
third of agricultural workers in the region 
are women, and Sin Fronteras takes a 
strong position in support of women's 
rights and against sexism. Resist asks all 
groups their position on reproductive 
rights. Sin Fronteras wrote, "We are in 
favor of reproductive and abortion rights 
for women. We feel strongly that the pro-
life movement is a regressive movement 
that only serves to strengthen the sexist 
and paternalistic tendencies of society." 
Resist's recent grant was used to pro-
duce a small booklet about the history of 
this organization. It will be used as an edu-
cational and fundraising tool. 
Page Seven 
In each issue of the newsletter we 
highlight a few recent grants made to 
groups around the country. In this issue 
we feature projects focused on labor. We 
also highlight our 1991 Arthur Raymond 
Cohen Memorial Endowment Grantee, the 
Child Care Directors' Association of Seat-
tle. The information in these brief reports 
is provided to us by the groups themselves. 
For more details, please write to them at 
the addresses included here. Watch for 
more labor-related grant reports in the 
next issue. 
Child Care Directors' Association of 
Greater Seattle (CDAGS) & Worthy 
Wages Task Force, Child Care Resources, 
2915 E. Madison, #305, Seattle, WA 
98122. 
Since 1988, Resist has designated one 
or two organizations each year as Cohen 
Endowment grantees. In that year, one of 
Resist's donors, Walter Cohen, set up an 
endowment with Resist in memory of his 
father, Arthur Raymond Cohen. We use 
the interest to fund projects that support 
the causes to which Arthur Cohen (1918 -
1986) was committed: opposition to the 
arms race, the cold war, and American 
intervention abroad; and support of civil 
liberties, the fight against racism, and 
struggle of workers and unions at home. 
Although many Resist grantees work in 
support of these causes, this year's grantee 
was chosen for its effective work organiz-
ing child care workers. 
The Child Care Directors' Associa-
tion of Greater Seattle (CDAGS) was 
founded six years ago as a support and 
skills sharing group of people involved in 
early childhood education. Its current 
membership includes some 90 child care 
directors, teachers, public .health nurses, 
and child care program staff. Each year the 
organization holds a parade in the streets 
of the downtown business area to focus 
attention on the need for affordable, quali-
ty child care. 
With low wages (averaging $5.35/hr) 
forcing many talented people to leave their 
jobs in child care, the organization decided 
to shift its focus to public actions around 
"worthy wages." A national child care 
.staffing study done by the Child Care 
Employee Project in 1990 documented the 
link between quality care for kids and 
salaries of teachers. In April of 1991, 
CDAGS took the dramatic step of plan-
ning program closures during the annual 
parade to force the problem further into 
the public light. 
In 1990 an ad hoc group of child care 
workers formed to take action on their 
own behalf-the Worthy Wages Task 
Force. This group has fluctuated in size 
over the last year, reflecting the isolation, 
daily struggle for survival, and inexperi-
ence with organizing of many of the mem-
bers. The group worked hard expanding a 
walkout of child care workers on the day 
of the annual march, and holding a speak-
out at one of the closed centers. 
CDAGS and the Worthy Wages Task 
Force recently completed a 15 minute 
video, "Worthy Work, Worthless Wages" 
as an organizing tool. It documents the 
work of the Seattle. child care community 
marching in the streets and closing 30 pro-
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grams for a day in protest of low wages 
and lack of adequate benefits for workers. 
The video was developed with child care 
workers who have begun to take action. It 
is accompanied by a viewer's guide with 
specific information about how the action 
evolved. A resource packet of materials 
used in Seattle has also been assembled. 
The Viewer's Guide clarifies the 
goals of the action - to make the problem 
more visible and to press parents and 
employers into becoming partners in find-
ing a solution. Strategies that worked well 
in Seattle are highlighted. (For example: 
establish a "staffing crisis" public action 
coalition and solicit active involvement 
and support from family home providers, 
licensors, child care subsidy programs, 
etc ... ; active support includes endorsement 
and in-kind contributions such as printing 
and postage, and staff time .... ) The guide 
provides explicit instruction on how to 
develop public education materials, and 
where to get resources. 
Getting parents to understand and 
"own" the problem of paying livable 
wages to caregivers is a central theme of 
CDAGS efforts. For example, the group 
uses "Full Cost of Child Care" invoices as 
an educational tool, asking parents how 
they can work together with workers to 
achieve quality care. Many parents ended 
up walking out of their own jobs to walk 
with workers in the streets on the day of 
the closings. The organization also gives 
parents sample letters to take to their 
employers detailing the costs of child care 
and asking employers to contribute in any 
of a long list of ways. 
The information included in the orga-
nizing packet is truly amazing. On the 
cover is a logo with the phrase "Childcare 
Teachers - Endangered Species" and it is 
packed with detailed ba,;kground 
resources (like "12 reasons for low 
salaries"); outreach materials for parents, 
employers, providers and agency boards; 
media materials; and articles about tech-
niques for staff empowerment. And there 
are also songs like "My Job is Killing Me" 
to the tune of "My Country, 'Tis of Thee." 
This year CDAGS wants to coordi-
nate its march, rally, and closings with 
other cities around the country. It is also 
planning a media campaign and press con-
ference, and holds monthly meetings 
focusing on building skills and creating 
continued on page seven 
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